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Preamble

The Netherlands Shipping Inspectorate (NSI) presents the third Information to
Shipping (ItS). The ItS contains subjects with an informative nature and decisions
and interpretations affecting the maritime industry. All information is a result of
the outcome as discussed in the so called Tripartite meetings?, which are held
three times per year, with representatives of the ship-owners, classification
societies (in their role as Recognised (Security) Organisations — R(S)0Os), policy
department, representatives of ship yards and equipment suppliers and NSI.
Every subject as a result of this meeting, makes reference to the number of the
action item.

The decisions and interpretations are categorized by Convention, where possible
divided by chapter. In some cases, the interpretation is based on strict national
legislation and cannot be addressed to one of the Conventions and will be placed
under the header *national legislation’. All items will also be incorporated into
EasyRules, according to the same categorisation.

Information

X Applicability Bunker Liability Convention pontoons (12-20)

The owner of a seagoing vessel of 1000 GT or more, registered in the
Netherlands, is obliged to maintain an insurance policy covering any
damage caused by a leak of bunker oil.

Starting 23 March 2011, the Netherlands Shipping Inspectorate issues
Bunker Liability Certificates (BLC) that show that owners are insured
against damages of the aforementioned nature. Pontoons, sometimes
have no oil or fuel on board at all. Regardless, a BLC is required above
1000 GT.

X' Prolongation USCG Qualship21 eligibility
The Netherlands flag continues to belong to a select list of flags that are
eligible for the Qualship21 program of the US Coast Guard. All ships

! The ItS no.3 contains results from the Tripartite meetings of 21 November 2012, 28 March
2013 and 27 June 2013. For earlier outcome reference is made to the ItS no.1 and 2.
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sailing under the Dutch flag can apply to be admitted to the list. Ships
admitted to the program are inspected less frequent in US waters. In
addition, the ship receives a Qualship21 certificate and will be mentioned
on the US Coast Guard website.

The Coast Guard implemented Qualship21 on January 1%, 2001. The
system identifies high-quality ships sailing under a foreign flag that meet
international and American norms, and provides incentives to encourage
quality operations. Further reading on:
https://homeport.uscg.mil/mycg/portal/ep/contentView.do?channelld=-
18371&contentld=21978&programId=21428&programPage=%2Fep%?2Fp

rogram%?2Feditorial.jsp&pageTypeld=13489&contentType=EDITORIAL

X Asbestos

A revised asbestos instruction has been drawn up in close consultation
with ship owners associations, ship building industry and Recognised
Organisations (ROs) and is available from the 11th of October 2013 on
the ILT website.

In general the changes were editorial and an index has been included.
Asbestos management was included, issue of asbestos exemptions for
existing ships built after 1/1/2011, changing to the Netherlands flag has
been included and how to deal with removal of asbestos containing
materials by the crew.

Further elaboration is needed with respect to the asbestos removal by the
crew in relation to the "ARBO” requirements. The Royal Association of
Netherlands Shipowners (KVNR) will raise this issue with the Ministry of
Social affairs.

The status of the instruction has been changed to an Instruction to
Recognised Organisations, but is also applicable for ship owners and
shipyards, besides the ROs.

X Failure to operate automatic sprinkler systems

During the annual testing of sprinkler systems in accommodation and
service spaces on board several Bahamian passenger ships, it has been
found that sprinklers selected to be tested have both failed to operate at
pilot pressure (minimum operating pressure). These failures have led to
additional testing which has revealed further inoperable sprinklers. In
some instances, failure rates in excess of 50 per cent of sprinklers tested
have been found on board ships in some sections. It has also been found
that a relatively small proportion of sprinklers have failed to operate at
maximum operating pressure. As a typical large passenger ship may have
in excess of 6,000 sprinklers on board in accommodation and service
spaces, it is clear that such elevated failure rates would significantly
reduce the effectiveness of the automatic sprinkler system. These
elevated failure rates have not been limited to ships of a specific
series/design or operating company. Failures, to date, have not been
limited to a single system manufacturer and model. It has been noted
that failure rates increase significantly on ships over 5 years of age.
Further reading on:
www.bahamasmaritime.com/downloads/Bulletins/150bulltn.pdf

(Netherlands) Shipping
Inspectorate

Date
04 November 2013

Our reference
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X Maritime Labour Convention 2006

The MLC, 2006, has entered into force for the Netherlands on August
20th, 2013. Unfortunately not all ships had been certificated on that date.
The Netherlands makes use of Resolution XVII for those ships, which
allows one year of grace for ships (excluding passenger ships and bulk
carriers). The implementation of the STCW-Manila Amendments may
affect some articles of the Seafarer’s Act, which would cause a new
version of the DMLC, part L.

X NSI urges implementation MSC.1/Circ.1446-rev.1 (12-21)

The Netherlands Shipping Inspectorate urges shipowners of passenger
ships to take note and implement the recommendations as specified in
MSC.1/Circ.1446-rev.1 “"Recommended interim measures for passenger
ship companies to enhance the safety of passenger ships”, as soon as
possible.

X Warning UKHO for counterfeit Admiralty charts and publications

The UK Hydrographic Office (UKHO) has recently observed an increase in
the number of counterfeit versions of its Admiralty charts and publications
in circulation. Counterfeit documents do not satisfy the carriage
requirements of SOLAS, as they have not been issued officially by or on
the authority of a Government, authorized hydrographic office or other
relevant government institution. The UKHO urges all purchasers, users,
inspectors and regulators to be vigilant for counterfeit Admiralty charts
and publications. Because counterfeit versions have not been through the
same rigorous checking procedures as official Admiralty charts and
publications, they cannot be trusted for voyage planning or navigational
purposes. As well as failing to comply with SOLAS carriage regulations
and possibly also Flag State and Port State Control regulations, the use of
counterfeit charts and publications poses a serious risk to vessel safety.
Further reading on: https://www.ukho.gov.uk/Media/News/Pages/UKHO-
warns-of-danger-sposed-by-counterfeit-nautical-charts.aspx

X LRIT service

Through a limited interest in LRIT information by the Dutch Government,
NSI has always been reluctant in monitoring the correct operation of the
LRIT equipment on board. However recently Netherlands flag vessels are
called to account with regard to non-reporting LRIT equipment during
port State inspections in certain countries.

In order to prevent unnecessary constraints by this development, NSI has
decided to monitor the correct operation of LRIT on a limited scale.

Attention: NSI will only monitor reactively, meaning only on request of
shipowners or ships, and accompanied by a thorough argumentation
(such as e.g. mentioned Port State inspections or other expected
constraints, or requests related to the special character and/or sailing
area of certain ships).

It is certainly not intended that NSI is going to monitor LRIT pro-actively
on a structural basis, and information on LRIT status will only be given
after provision of thorough argumentation.

(Netherlands) Shipping
Inspectorate

Date
04 November 2013

Our reference
NSI-ItS-3
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Also the procedures, established by EMSA, to render the LRIT equipment
operational (again) have been published on the website of NSI. See
www.ilent.nl/english/merchant shipping/ship owners dutch flag/develop

ments/Irit/ for further information. (Netherlands) Shipping
Inspectorate
; Date
)?‘ Other SUbIeCtS 04 November 2013
The following items were published on the NSI (ILT) website: Our reference
NSI-ItS-3

e NSI starts with the issuance of the Passenger Liability Certificate:
www.ilent.nl/english/merchant shipping/ship owners dutch flag/req
uired documents/passengers liability certificate/

e The Human Environment and Transport Inspectorate (ILT) has
published the year report 2012 (Dutch):
www.ilent.nl/actueel/inspectie leefomgeving en transport publiceert

eerste jaarverslag.aspx?sgURI=tcm%3a334-57407-4&nodeJump=4

e The Human Environment and Transport Inspectorate (ILT) has
published the Long-range plan 2013-2017 (Dutch):
www.ilent.nl/actueel/inspectie leefomgeving en transport publiceert

meerjarenplan 2013 2017.aspx?sgURI=tcm%3a334-57407-
4&nodelJump=4

e The Human Environment and Transport Inspectorate (ILT) has
published the Status of the Transport Safety 2011 (Dutch):
www.ilent.nl/actueel/ilt publiceert de staat van de transportveiligh
eid.aspx?sqgURI=tcm%3a334-57407-4&nodeJump=4

Decisions and interpretations

SOLAS Convention

Chapter II-1

X Procedures for open watertight doors passenger ships (12-19)

SOLAS CH II-1 reg. 22.3 requires watertight doors on board of passenger
ships to remain closed during navigation. According to SOLAS CH II-1
reg. 22.4 only in special circumstances and under specific conditions
navigation with open watertight doors may be allowed by the
administration. MSC.1/Circ.1380 sets criteria for watertight doors that
should be open at sea under normal circumstances in order to allow for a
safe passage of passengers or for a safe operation of the ship. The
Netherlands Shipping Inspectorate deems these requirements appropriate
and will address MSC.1/Circ.1380 as ‘policy rule’ for all passenger ships.
Not later than at the first annual survey after 01 January 2013, all
passenger ships flying the Netherlands flag shall have assessed and
documented the procedures for open watertight doors in compliance with
MSC.1/Circ.1380.
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X Interpretation on partial reduction in propulsion capability (13-03)
With regards to SOLAS Chapter II-I, Regulation 26.3, the Netherlands
Shipping Inspectorate states the following interpretation:

(Netherlands) Shipping
NSI may accept that, under specific conditions as set out in individual Inspectorate
class rules, a partial reduction in propulsion capability from “"normal
operation” in lieu of the carriage of spare pumps on vessels with multiple
engines driving a single propeller shaft or multiple engines driving
multiple propeller shafts provided the reduced propulsion power capability  Our reference
is at least forty percent of the total rated propulsion power of the vessel, '3

Date
04 November 2013

Meanwhile, the IACS technical Committee has been asked by the NSI to
look into this subject, which was confirmed by the IACS organisation.

Chapter II-2

X Fuel Oil tanks adjacent to, or in machinery spaces (12-06)

With regard to the requirements for fuel oil tanks adjacent to, or in
machinery spaces, MSC Circ.1322 has to be applied.

A60 insulation is not considered as an alternative for a void space.
Deviation is only allowed in duly justified and exceptional cases, which
should be dealt with as an exemption proposal, submitted by the RO to
the NSI.

X' Interpretation on ‘designated under deck space’ (12-23)
SOLAS Chapter II-2 Regulation 19.3.1.3 reads: Means shall be provided
for effectively cooling the designated under deck space by at least (...).

The term “designated under deck space” does it mean:
a. A designated forward part of one hold
b. A designated complete hold

Until 20 January 2009, NSI was of opinion that possibility as mentioned
under a) was applicable. After consultation with stakeholders, we changed
our interpretation and from that day the interpretation as mentioned
under b) is applicable.

However, NSI may accept on case by case basis possibility a) under the
following conditions:

a. When in the forward part of the hold dangerous goods of class 1
are carried the mechanical ventilation for the entire hold is
switched off. This means that no cargoes are allowed to be carried
that require mechanical ventilation.

b. The grain bulkhead has to be reasonable gastight and watertight
and the proper sealing arrangement is to the (attending)
surveyor's satisfaction (new construction only). Sealing
arrangements to be submitted to plan approval of the class
society.

c. Regulation 19.3.1.3 concerning water supplies shall be complied
with for the designated forward part of the cargo hold. Additional
spraying nozzles are directed straight onto the grain bulkhead for
boundary cooling.
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d. Dangerous goods and combustible materials has to be stowed at
least 3 meters from the grain bulkhead or an additional grain
bulkhead has to be placed at least 1.5 meters aft of the forward
grain bulkhead.

(Netherlands) Shipping
Inspectorate

X' Electrical activation of quick closing valves (Class-ILT: 2013-02)
During an inspection, NSI noticed that in some configurations quick-
closing valves were operated by electrical activation. It was found that a
quick closing valve for the fuel supply for the main propulsion was Our reference
installed that would automatically close in case of a wire breach (no NSI-ItS-3
redundancy). NSI stresses that this is not according to SOLAS, while it is

not fail safe and the normal operation of the ship’s propulsion may be

jeopardized. It was therefore decided that in principle, activation of quick

closing valves by electrical means is not allowed by NSI, unless agreed

otherwise.

Date
04 November 2013

X MSC/Circ. 1432 status policy rule (13-16)

The implementation of MSC/Circ. 1432 Revised guidelines for the
maintenance and inspection of fire protection systems and appliances was
discussed. the Inspectorate regards the content of the documents
included as so important that a lower level of safety and/or environmental
protection cannot be accepted. The intention is to incorporate the
requirements in formal policy rule.

Chapter IIT

xX* Embarkation arrangement for remote liferaft

NSI adheres to IACS UI SC 213 for this purpose, which implies that the
provision with regard to knotted ropes applies to ships contracted for
construction on or after 1 July 2008.

Chapter 1V

X Equivalent arrangement for the capability of transmitting and
receiving distress and safety communications using direct-printing
telegraphy (13-06)

The Netherlands has accepted equivalent arrangements for the capability

of transmitting and receiving distress and safety communications using

direct-printing telegraphy prescribed by SOLAS chapter IV regulation

10.1.1. Where, in accordance with SOLAS chapter IV regulation 15.7

duplication of equipment is used in order to ensure availability, the

Netherlands accepts Inmarsat Fleet-77 as meeting the requirements for

duplication, as specified in IMO resolution A.702(17) Annex paragraph

2.1. This equivalent arrangement is published as SLS.14/Circ.493 (see

EasyRules).

X Interpretation devices to prevent the passage of flame into cargo
tanks (13-18)

According to MSC.1/Circ.1324 (amendment of former MSC/Circ.677.)

existing ships, built before 1 January 2013, carrying crude oil, petroleum

products and flammable chemicals must show that the devices to prevent

the passage of flame into cargo tanks ("pressure/vacuum valves" and

associated "flame arrester") comply with the above regulations no later
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than the first dry dock survey scheduled on or after January 1, 2013.

Only P/V valves approved according to MSC/Circ. are subject to the new

requirements. Valves from the past approved according MSC/Circ.373 are

excluded as these requirements are not mentioned in the MED and with

the amendment of this Circular into MSC/Circ.677, this Circular was (Netherlands) Shipping
completely rewritten. Inspectorate

Date

Chapter V 04 November 2013

X BNWAS issues (11-11) Our reference
Further to our Information to Shipping no.1 and 2 regarding this subject, =~ “°"'*7
clarification is given on existing systems:

Compliance with the relevant national requirements (i.e. Notice to
Shipping No.234/1988 for Netherlands flag vessels) needs not necessarily
be demonstrated through a type approval certificate, but may also be
documented otherwise or through a functional check.

Alternatively, when it concerns vessels transferred to Netherlands flag
from a register of another Administration, demonstration of compliance
with the applicable requirements of that Administration in force before 1
July 2009 may be effected in a similar way.

X Carriage of digital nautical publications

Official digital publications are permitted in order to meet the carriage
requirements for nautical charts and publications (Ref. SOLAS V/2.2,
V/19.2.1.4, V/19.2.1.5, V/27). They shall be issued by or on the authority
of a Government, authorized Hydrographic Office or other relevant
government institution and be adequate and up to date.

Due to the fact that SOLAS V/2.2, V/19.2.1.4 and V/19.2.1.5 refer to
digital publications they are permitted by virtue of the mentioned SOLAS
regulations. In this respect a separate Flag State approval is not relevant.

Please note that in accordance with SOLAS V/19.2.1.5 back-up
arrangements are required in the event that nautical charts and/or
nautical publications are provided partly or fully in digital format.

As far as digital nautical charts are concerned the Dutch Maritime
Administration has issued an equivalent arrangement, SLS.14/Circ.191.

Regarding back up arrangements for digital nautical publications the
Dutch Administration has at present not issued an equivalent
arrangement or specific instructions.

So far as is known IMO has not issued any instrument providing guidance
in this matter.

However, when it concerns Dutch flag vessels reference is made to
similar provisions for ECDIS back-up, which are captured in par.3.1.8 of
appendix 6 to MSC.232(82):

Those provisions are the following:
1. Facilities enabling a safe take-over of the functions in order to
ensure that a failure does not develop into a critical situation;
2. Means to provide for safe navigation for the remaining part of the
voyage in case of failure;
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3. Inclusion of a timely transfer to the back-up system during critical
navigation situations;
4. The information to be used in the back-up system should be the
latest edition, as corrected by official updates, of that issued by or
on the authority of a Government, authorized Hydrographic Office (Netherlands) Shipping

or other relevant government institution. The information Inspectorate
displayed should be up-to-date for the entire voyage; Date

5. It should not be possible to alter the contents of the electronic 04 November 2013
information;

6. Edition and issuing date of the electronic publication should be g;;_;g;rence
indicated;

7. The back-up arrangements should provide reliable operation under
prevailing environmental and normal operating conditions;

8. If an electronic device is used, it should provide a suitable alarm
or indication of system malfunction;

9. If an electronic device is used, the back-up power supply should
be separate from the power supply of the main system, and
conform to the requirements of the ECDIS performance standards.

In conclusion:

The application of digital nautical publications is permitted by SOLAS. In
this case a back up is required in accordance with SOLAS V/19.2.1.5;
SOLAS does not provide any specific requirements regarding back up
provisions for digital nautical publications. In this respect NSI refers to
the above-mentioned guidelines which provide a clear and concrete
reference framework. As such sufficient back up is provided in the event
of failure of the “primary system”.

MARPOL

Annex I

Interpretation existing arrangements discharge connections (13-04)

As interpretation of Regulation 12.2.2 (UI no.17):

ships delivered before 1 January 2014, may have existing arrangements
where the oil residue (sludge) tank(s) have discharge connections to oily
bilge water holding tank(s), tank top or oily water separator

is accepted for the Netherlands.

Annex VI

X Logbook ozone depleting substances (13-14)

According to MARPOL Annex VI every ship >400GT shall have an ozone
depleting substances logbook. For ships flying the flag of The Netherlands
also ships < 400GT shall have such a logbook when the content of the
refrigerating equipment is more than 3 Kg. Additional for ships flying the
flag of The Netherlands the logbook needs to be on board in case
greenhouse gasses are used in refrigerating systems with a content of
more than 3 Kg.

The same requirement is in force for fishing vessels.
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MARPOL/SOLAS

X MSC-MEPC.5/Circ.6 status policy rule (12-16) (Netherlands) Shipping
. . . .. A ; . Inspectorate

NSI received notifications on misinterpretation of the application of future

amendments on the IAPP supplement by some port State Control Date

officers. Several vessels received deficiencies on certificates not to be in 04 November 2013

line with the legislation. It concerned future amendments to the IAPP

supplement that need to be incorporated after the next scheduled survey. oo g <
NSI stresses that in these cases the MSC-MEPC.5/Circular 6 is applicable.

This circular is implemented as a policy rules in het legislative framework

of the Netherlands and applies to all relevant SOLAS and MARPOL

Convention requirements.

Load Line Convention

X Procedure multiple load lines (13-19)

In general it is NSI's point of view that an ISM procedure is to be established in
the vessels’ SMS for the change-over to a different load line. Although it is not
NSI’s intention to prescribe the ISM-procedure, it should at least consist of:

1) Use of changed loadline is to be noted in the ship’s deck log book

2) Old load line mark to be painted away, new load line mark to be painted
visibly

3) “New Load line” now applies, ILLC and exemption certificate, if any, now
apply and to be kept with other certificates

4) Old ILLC to be kept in the safe on board (not together with other
applicable/valid certificates)

The change of ILLC means change of other documentation, e.g. (damage)
stability calculations. It is considered of importance that the change of ILLC, and
satisfactory completion of this procedure, is reported to the Classification Society
for Hull and Machinery.

Codes

SPS Code 2008

x* Interpretation Special Personnel (13-07)

The NSI defines the following other personnel as to be regarded as
mentioned under bullet no. 5 of the definition of Special Personnel, as
follows:

e Activities are carried out on board a ship, which is equipped to carry
out offshore activities out of the scope of the MODU code, e.g.
maintenance on windmill installations and obviously equipped as
such, e.g. cranes, workshops, machinery, storage for components,
etc.

e It is necessary to have these persons on board to conduct
maintenance and preparatory activities during transit.

e Preparatory activities shall be carried out on equipment which is
physically on board.
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Ships for which it is likely that they are used to transport and
accommodate industrial personnel that are not working on board, are
excluded / not be considered as Special Purpose Ships.

To request consideration for the above arrangement, the following (Netherlands) Shipping
information shall be submitted to NSI for our approval: Inspectorate
1. Description of activities of the special personnel, including the parts Date
to be transported. 04 November 2013
2. General arrangement, clearly indicating the spaces where the
special personnel is working.
Please note that in the case a vessel is modified to a SPS vessel on
acceptable grounds, the complete vessel, including the existing
accommodation, should comply with all relevant regulations of the SPS
code.

Our reference
NSI-ItS-3

IBC Code

X' Clarification requirements linings approved for use with acids (13-09)
There is an ongoing discussion in the IMO Bulk Liquids and Gasses (BLG)
subcommittee on the application of IACS UI CC6 on linings approved for
use with acids. The Netherlands does not concur with the IACS UI and
holds on to the requirements in the IBC Code (regulation 15.11.2). It was
requested that manufacturers would deliver information on not be able to
comply with the requirements, so this could be forwarded to the BLG
subcommittee for further elaboration. Until IMO decides otherwise, the
IBC Code should be applied.

National legislation

Ships decree 2004

X' Clarification of approval content of medicine chest (13-08)

Article 6 of the Annex 5 of the Regulation safety seagoing vessels states
the requirement regarding the annual inspection and endorsement of the
content of the medicines and medical equipment:

Article 6 - Annual inspection of medical supplies and equipment

1. The annual inspection of medicines and medical equipment shall precede the
investigations to which the ship is subject in connection with the necessary
certification. The inspection does not involve the medical provisions of life
rafts as defined in Article 3.

2. For the inspection, the captain shall compile a checklist comprising the names
and codes of all medicines, medical equipment and antidotes that this annex
requires, and shall include on this the quantities dictated and the actual
quantities present on board. Where appropriate, the expiry dates of the
substances are to be quoted. The checklist also quotes the ship's name, flag
and homeport.

3. If the inspection reveals that the ship's medical supplies conform to the
requirements of this annex, the captain will sign the checklist and submit it to
the Shipping Inspectorate or to the legal body appointed for this purpose
under the provisions of Article 23 of these regulations.

Based on article 2.4.7 of Annex I of the Agreement between the
Netherlands and the Recognised Organisations, ROs are authorised to
countersign the relevant checklist of the medical equipment when
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satisfied with the results of the survey as referenced in abovementioned
article.

X Annual inspections of radio equipment on non-SOLAS ships (13-11)
According to Ships Decree 2004 articles 41.1 and 41.5, the requirements of
SOLAS chapters IV and V are equally applicable to ships for which a National
Safety Certificate is required.

Furthermore article 41.2 of the Ships Decree 2004 determines that for the
application of SOLAS chapter 1V, a cargo ship of less than 300 GT is treated
equally as a cargo ship of 300 GT.

In practice this means that the EPIRB on board of non-SOLAS ships is subject to
an annual test in accordance with SOLAS chapter IV regulation 15.9.

Furthermore AIS equipment on board of non-SOLAS ships is also subject to an
annual test in accordance with SOLAS chapter V regulation 18.9.

Instructions to the Recognised Organisations (ItoRO)

X' Entered into force
e ItoRO 22. Maritime Labour Convention (MLC) 21 November 2012
X Amended
e ItoRO 3. Certification of lifting appliances and
loose gear on board of ships based on ILO 152 27 June 2013

¢ ItoRO 7. Exemptions permitted to be issued by RO 07 October 2013
ItoRO 13. Interpretations of MARPOL Annex IV 28 March 2013
e ItoRO 14. Temporary reduction of total no. of

persons on PSSC 26 November 2012
e ItoRO 15. Reporting and procedure for
exemptions, equivalence or non-compliance 28 March 2013

e ItoRO 24. Ban on the use of Asbestos on board ships 01 July 2013

--0--

(Netherlands) Shipping
Inspectorate

Date
04 November 2013

Our reference
NSI-ItS-3
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